
This issue was quickly put together.  We have a 
list of events and Maria Loscerbo  wrote a nice 
article on purchasing a house in Florence.   
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Fun events for the whole family outside of 
Florence! 
 
May 12-13 
 
“ Trofeo degli Sbandierator i (medieval flag 
wavers contest)” Scarperia (FI )  
2:30 pm May 13 only. Flag bearers on display 
with music in the beautiful town of Scarperia. 
www.prolocoscarperia.com 
 
“ Medieval Festival” Serre di Rapolano (SI) 
(also May 19 & 20) Cloth merchant Giovanni 
de Rossi and his wife Ciambragina who lived 
here in the 14th century return to the narrow 
streets and alleys of Serre. People in medieval 
dress, falconeers, jesters, acrobats, medieval 
parade and the “cena povera” at the Tinaio 
every evening. 
www.serremaggio.it 
 
May 20 
 
“ Pane e Companatico e Treno dei Sapor i” 
Marr adi (FI ) 
Bread festival featuring all kinds of bread and 
toppings (olive oil , tomatoes, basil , salami, 
prosciutto, lardo, jam,etc.). A historic steam 
engine train will bring visitors to Marradi from 
the Santa Maria Novella station in Florence. 
See www.pro-marradi.it for departure times and 
more info. 
 
“ Oasi di Gabbianello” Barber ino di Mugello 
(FI ) 
Free entrance and guided tours of the natural 
oasis of Gabbianello on the Bilancino reservoir. 
Info: 055.5535003 
 
May 26-27 
 
“ Ruralia” Vill a Demidoff (Pratolino –FI) 
Annual country fair celebrating rural Fiorentine 

traditions, agriculture, li vestock. Food stands 
and livestock. Info:055.500241  
 
“ Corso della Nave” Rufina (FI ) 
Sunday May 27: starting at 10 am: outdoor 
market, and artisans displaying their crafts 
from the last century. Morning: Horse shoe-
ing. Afternoon: Cow milking and sheep 
sheering demonstration, parade and kids en-
tertainment. Info: 0558396528 
 
“ Medieval Festival” Malmantile-Lastra A 
Signa (FI )  
Saturday starting at 7pm and Sunday starting 
at 4pm (also June 2&3): Medieval festival 
dedicated to the days when Malmantile was a 
small fortified town. The city walls are still i n 
tact. Minstrels, Jugglers, Jesters, Knights in 
battle. As well as artisans displaying their 
crafts (weaving, glass blowing, pottery, etc.) 
Also featuring medieval parade on both Sun-
days (May 27 and June 3).  
www.festamedioevalemalmantile.it  
 
Castiglion Fiorentino (FI ) “ Medieval 
Festival”  
(Also June 2&3) Inside the magnificent me-
dieval fortress musicians, snake charmers, 
falcon trainers, knights etc. Also medieval 
market and medieval style taverns. 
www.gruppocassero.it 
 
“ Infiorata” Scarperia (FI ) 
May 27 starting at 10 am: Floral tapestries 
made with real flower petals adorn the streets 
of this beautiful medieval town in Mugello. 
www.prolocoscarperia.com 
 
“ Cantamaggio” Barberino di Mugello (FI ) 
May 27: traditional singing, music, and 
games throughout the streets of Barberino. 
Info: 055.84771 
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we couldn’ t touch anything because the 
owner didn’ t want us to get rid of any of 
her “precious” furniture and decorated to a 
bare minimum because the owner didn’ t 
want us to alter anything! We finally de-
cided that we couldn’ t afford NOT to buy a 
house. 

 
               We sort of did things backwards 
(which considering my husband’s and my 
history wasn’ t anything new....but that’s a 
whole other article).  We started looking 
for homes without even checking to see if 
we could get a mortgage....something that I 
don’ t suggest.  Pre-approved mortgages do 
exist here and I strongly suggest doing it.  
My mother came out for two months last 
summer with my dad and she started push-

ing us to actually go out and search 
for a place. She said that she was in-
terested in looking at what you could 
get out here in terms of homes and 
for what prices.   
               Premise: my mother loves 
looking at show homes and building 
new houses. She can spend entire 
weekends going to open houses get-
ting building ideas, decorating ideas 
etc...  so you can imagine the HUGE 
SHOCK she had when she found out 

Searching for a home to buy is a 
daunting task, try adding in a foreign 
country with different terminology, 
customs and market demands.  It is 
not only nerve racking but you 
quickly learn that it is quite a jungle 
out there!  However, there is no need 
to be discouraged.  I was once in your 
shoes and recently my husband and I 
bought a place.  For years my husband 
and I would go through phases of 
looking for places, then get discour-
aged and think of excuses....good ex-
cuses mind you..but all the same ex-
cuses like - “we can’ t afford it” , “now 
is not the right time”, “house prices 
will eventually go down” (something 
I hate to tell  you - but in the 15 years 
that I’ ve been here they have never 
gone done...stabili zed yes..but actu-
ally decreased - no!)   After 15 years 
of sacrifice, perseverance and a good 
dose of luck we finally found a place.  
It isn’ t our dream home but it is a 
good starter home where we can see 
ourselves living for the next few 
years. What really pushed us was my 
mother and the fact that we were pay-
ing 900.00 euros rent per month and 
getting nothing out of it.  A furnished 
home that wasn’ t to our taste, where 

June 2: 
 
ªFesta di Pr imaveraº Vill a dell ’Opera Pia / 
Ponte a Cappiano-Fucecchio (FI )  
Horse riding / entertainment for kids. Guided 
tours of the beautiful vill a grounds. Artisan 
market. Food stands of local products and din-
ner outside in the garden. Info: 0571.297784 
 
HORSE DRAWN CARRIAGE RIDES 
 
Take the kids on a horse-drawn carriage ride in 
Casentino (near the town of Stia - AR) and 
Vallombrosa (FI). For info and to make reser-
vations: tel. 0575 519091 (9.30 am to 1pm) or 
info@asqua.it.  
 
May 18: at 3.30 pm. Horse drawn carriage ride 
to the ancient mill s of Serravalle. Then short 
hike to a 10th century tower from which the 
entire Casentino valley can be observed. Return 
by 5.30 pm.  16 euros per person.  
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Spr ing  Events continued�

ª Searching for a home to buy is 

a daunting task, try adding in a 

foreign country with different 

terminology, customs and 

market demands.  I t is not only 

nerve racking ...º. ��

Toscana Tascabile 
Magazine of Events monthly distribution for 
1.80 euro, but has everything in it. It is only 
in Italian though.  
 
Go to the movies or Theater !   
The Odeon cinema in downtown Florence 
offers movies in English every 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thurs-
day.  
 
Odeon Cinema 
Piazza Strozzi (behind Piazza 
Republica) 055 214068 
www.cinehall .it 
 
 
The Teatro del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino 
is one of the most famous theaters in all of 
Italy.  Teatro communale 055279350 
www.maggiofiorentino.com 

May 19: at 3.30 pm. Horse-drawn carriage 
ride through the woods to Asqua followed 
by a snack of local cuisine in the mountain 
cabin. 15 euros per person. Can also be ar-
ranged in the morning upon request.  
 
June 7: 11.30 am to 3.30 pm. Horse-drawn 
carriage ride through the woods to Asqua 
followed by a lunch of local cuisine in a 
mountain cabin. 40 euros per person.  
 
June 17: short horse drawn carriage rides 
from the Benedictine Abbey in Vallombrosa 
to nearby Saltino. 3 euros per person. All 
day.  
 
Also, additional carriage rides can be organ-
ized for groups (hey moms!) throughout the 
year: call 3486907793 or  3358051553 for 
more info. 
 

 

2  



the prices here and what you actually got. (I come from Winnipeg, Canada where a mansion that you might find in Fiesole 
for 1,000,000.00 euro costs 300,000.00 dollars Canadian!!!)   However, once she got over the initial shock and started un-
derstanding the market out here she found it somewhat of a game and actually got me caught up in it.  We were two women 
on the hunt and nothing was going to stop us!!   

              Believe me, it wasn't all fun and games.  There were times I just wanted 
to give up, tell -off every real estate agent I talked to and throw half the owners off 
their balconies for the bull they were telling me; but she was behind me pushing 
me to go with her to see stuff even when I was fed up.  In two months we saw a 
total of 7 building plans and 48 homes.  The second last place I saw was the one 
that we ended up buying. 
 
              During this whole experience I learnt a lot of things which I'd like to 
pass on to you in the hope that if you are interested in buying a place, it can help 
you understand things a lit tle better and help you save time, stress, energy, misun-
derstandings, ªbrutte figureº and most i mportantly your hard earned money. 
 
Real Estate Agents  
              To sum them all up, they are a bunch of professional crooks....actually 
most of them aren't even professional.  They are the ruin of the realestate market 
here in Italy. Believe me, they will do anything and say anything to sell and un-
fortunately there are quite a few of them out there (especially the older agents) 
that think we are ªstupide americaneº with lots o f money and as long as we see 
half of a terrracotta tile from the roof of the duomo from one of the windows of 
our apartment we' ll buy anything!!  Well , I had a thing or two to say to more than 
one of them.  I found that being curt and to the point at the risk of  being rude was 
the only way that I was respected and oddly enough, it seemed the ruder I became 
the closer I got to what I was looking for. 

 
There are so many ªmakeshiftº type agents out there that were less informed than I was.  For example, did you know that if 
an agent shows you a home, by law they must have you sign a sheet stating that they showed you the home and that you 
can't go back with another agent to see the place or buy it privately? Out of the 48 homes that I saw, only one agency, 
ªProfessione Casaº gave me this form to sign ...which brings me to the following conclusion. If you can do without an 
agent....DO IT!!!  Save yourself the 3% commission they ask for which by the way, most people actually pay 2% - 2.5%....
so make sure that if you are dealing with an agent you also BARTER THEIR COMMISSION!!  They don't deserve half of 
what they get, compared to how much real estate agents bust their booties in Canada to get a sale.  Don't expect to be picked 
up and taken to see a home....I was even asked once to pick up one of the agents at the agency and bring him with MY CAR 
to see the house he was selling!!!! !!  They never ceased to amaze me. 
              Did you know that they don't have an actual real estate network out here?  Basi-
cally, a home owner can go to as many agencies as he/she wants to sell his/her home and 
it's not like each one gets a cut if it is sold.  It's total cut throat. So you might look in a 
magazine like La Pulce or Panorama Casa and see the same home listed four times with 
four different agencies and in many cases different prices!! !!!  I saw the same home listed 
in the paper under three different agencies with a price difference between 5,000.00 and 
10,000.00 euro. One of the agencies actually wrote down ªexclusivaº meaning that they 
were the only agency that had this property and then to top it all off , the same property 
was listed in the paper by the actual owner as ªvendita privataº at a different price than the agencies!!!  So not only did the 
owner have three different agencies cut-throating each other to sell his property but he was even cut-throating the 
agents!!! ...ºalla facciaº...  So much for exclusive real estate contracts between owners and agencies .....that kind of stuff 
doesn't exist here.  Actual ly,that isn't true, the laws all exist here as they do in America but in the true Italian style - no one 
follows them!   
 
              Believe it or not, a lot of agents have never even seen the homes they are sell ing.  So don't be surprised if they 
can't give you ver y much information over the phone.  Don't let that stop you from asking as many questions as you can. I 
started by having a general idea of what I wanted a ªquattro vani minimum 85 mq con posto auto e balcone o possibilmente 
giardinoº.  I began with a price range that I saw the average quattro vani went for which in the summertime 2006 was 
280,000.00 euro  to 320,000.00 (not that we could afford either price) just to see what you  could get in that price range. One 
thing to remember is that EVERYTHING IS ªTRATTABILEº.  Don't go by what the agents say as the owners lowest po s-
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EVERYTHING IS 

ªTRATTABILEº.  
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sible acceptance price.  They are also working to get the highest commission possible. Go AT 
LEAST  20,000.00 euro less and don't budge!  If the owner is desperate enough to sell he'll accept.  
Houses do not sell here as fast as they do in North America.  Homes are known to be on the market 
here for years.  Many, only because most of these home owners are just testing the market and if 
they get the price they want they will sell . (as I am sure you have noticed many Florentines own 
more than one home that has been carried over throughout the generations).  But there are those that 
need to sell because of a divorce, moving for work, heredity taxes and if you keep on looking you 
will eventually find these cases. Ask the agent why they want to sell so you see how much bargain-
ing power you have. We ended up getting our place 40,000.00 euro less than the asking price!  She 
needed to sell and we offered in August which by the way, is the best time to make offers if you are 
serious about it.  By that time, people psychologically just want to close a deal and you have more 
bargaining power.  Call your price and don't budge!  
 
 

Areas in and around Florence 
               If you aren't exactly clear about what you are looking for then I 
suggest to look at as many different apartments as you can to give you an 
idea of what you want and don't want. It helps you eventuall y get more 
specific in your search. I've been living in Florence for about 15 years so I 
had a pretty good idea of the different areas and that saved me some time. 
Throughout the years of looking at homes with my husband during our 
ªhome searching spurtsº I saw what you could get in the various areas of 
the city and outside the city (every zone in this city has a different price 
range)  The Center, Bagno a Ripoli , Fiesole, Cure, Campo di Marte and 
Bolognese are areas highly requested and very very expensive.  You can 
get more affordable prices in Campi Bisenzio, Signa, Soffiano, Isolotto 
and Novoli (although this area is starting to go up because of the Univer-
sity and Tribunale being moved out there) If you are looking out of town 

(1/2 hour to 45 min.) check out Figline Valdarno, Reggello, San Giovanni Valdarno where you can get American type 
homes (vill ette) with garden and garage or (Terratetti) Town houses for very cheap compared to Florence.  Also past San 
Donato in the area of Bagno a Ripoli  and in and around the towns of Pontasseive and Ruffina.  If you feel up to doing some 
major renovations, in the area of Empoli , Vinci and Montespertoli there are a lot of old run down and abandoned coloniche 
with a lot of potential with lots of acres of land and at very affordable prices.  Prato and especially Pistoia are also quite rea-
sonable. 
 
              As much as I was very tempted to move out of the city once I saw what you could get, my husband and I decided 
that moving outside the city was not an option for us. Two years ago we bought a business in the historical center of Flor-
ence so when we calculated gas, parking, autostrada and the stress of traffic getting in and out of the city, we figured we 
would be spending more than buying a more expensive home in the city. But that was for us.  If being right in Florence isn't 
so important for you, moving 45 min. out of town may be a very convenient option and much more suitable to the ªamerican 
li fe-styleº as far as home-living comforts. 

 
 
 
 
Don’t be afraid to ask questions 
              Once you have looked at homes you like and dislike 
(probably mostly dislike than like) and have a general idea of 
the area you are interested in start getting VERY SPECIFIC 
about what you want.   This will save you loads of time.  If 
the agents don't have the answers, tell them to find out and 
call you back.  These were the 10 top questions that I asked 
that were impor tant to me before looking at a place and in 
some cases I've not ed the reasons why. 
 
1) What is the setup of the house.  How many square me-
ters? In what setting (large or small apartment building, ter-
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ratetto, vill etta) 
 
2) Does it have an actual kitchen (cucina abitabile) or cucinotto?  
 
3) Does it have a cantina or soffitta or rispostiglo?  There is never 
enough space in a house and I find that especially now with a child so 
much stuff just piles up and I have no place to put it. 
 
4) Is it semi-interrato?  These are homes that are basically basement 
homes or walkouts.  They usually are a lot cheaper to buy - but for a rea-
son. Most of these homes suffer terribly from humidity and you don't 
want to be living in a mold infested home.  They may look really cute 
but be sure you get it checked out by a geometra or architect before considering buying. They are cheap for a reason. 
 
5) Are there any balconies?  This may not be very important for some people but  if you don't have a laundry room or a 
dryer you'll find that the balcony is the best place to hang your clothes otherwise you're stuck with your house constantly 
looking like a gypsy camp. If the balcony has been closed off by a window ask if it has been ªcondonnatoº which means 
that the city gave them the o.k. to close it and it follows building regulations.  There are quite a few homes out there that 
have balconies with windows that were put up without the proper regulation and it can be a big problem when you come 
into possession of it.  
 
6) Is there a parking spot or garage?  It may not seem so important in the be-
ginning but believe me it becomes a huge issue once you are dealing with grocer-
ies, stroller, children... 
 
7) If it is past the second floor does it have an elevator and/or is the entrance big 
enough to leave a stroller.  Once again, when your young and childless these sorts 
of things aren't important but try it with a child and the daily trials and tribul a-
tions of living. 
 
8) If the apartment is on the main floor be sure to check where the bedroom win-
dows are facing (bedrooms should be in the back and not in the front where the 
sound of motorini and cars honking and the fumes coming from traffic can be a 
major issue)  Also and most importantly if there is a garden - where is the pozzo 
nero?  This is the sewer/septic tank of the entire building.  Florence does not have a sewer system throughout the city so 
most buildings have an individual septic tank that gets drained once a year or once every two years depending on the size of 
the building and the amount of people living there.  More often than not, the truck that comes to drain/clean the septic tank 
has to go through the main floor apartment with a hose to get to the garden where the septic tank is.....absolutely disgusting!!  
Not only that,  back ups of the septic tank have been known to take place which means that it backs up into the garden 
where your children's toys are and where you may have planted your veggies etc.....YUK!! !  I mean I am all for organic but 
that is getting a littl e out of hand!  I saw a lot of homes with gardens and over fifty percent of them had the septic tank right 
in the garden which just turned me off.  Between possible back ups, the stench that comes out of it when it rains and the 
truck hose going through my house to drain my neighbours'  excrements and the lingering smell for the next two weeks I 
opted to get a place with a balcony and live close to a park! 
Another thing to keep in mind when getting a main floor apartment are possible mice and if you are in the center cock-
roaches!   
 
9) What year was the building buil t and are the ªimpianti a normeº?  
 This is super  important.  There are the pros and cons to having a building from the 1400-1800 and a building built in the 
1960's to now.  Again this all depends on what you are looking for and what is more important to you.   
 
1400 - 1800 you'll have larger apartments with a lot of nooks and crannies,  high ceil ings and often travi a vista and maybe 
even some frescoes, terra-cotta floors and a fireplace.  If you are very lucky the apartment may be renovated and the 
ªimpianti sono a normeº which means that the electricity, gas, plumbing  and water boiler follow the modern lawful sta n-
dards. If not (which is most likely) you could spend from 40,000.00 - 80,000.00 euro at least to get them all up to standard, 
so add that on to your bill and if it is an historical building make the sign of the cross and hope to God they don't find any-
thing of artistic value in there (like a whitewashed fresco). If they do, you could be waiting up to a year before any work can 
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even begin because it has to go through the ªbelle d'arteº to get their approval of what you can and cannot do.  So not only 
have you spent your li fe earnings to buy this place but you are also told what you can and cannot do to it! Usually these 
buildings don't have elevators and the stairwell i s quite narrow (unless it is late 1800)  
 
Buildings from the 1960's to 1970's  range from small homes to larger homes, lower ceil ings 2.70 to 3 meters high, most 
have an elevator and are large apartment buildings that were originally built as ªcase popolareº.  If you are lucky enough to 
have them renovated and everything ªa normeº t hey can be a comfortable option.  The down side is you are living in the 
huge apartment building that doesn't have much character and in most cases you can hear what your neighbours are saying 

and doing...but that you'll find in just about any large apartment setting.  The most impor-
tant thing to ask here besides the ªimpiantiº being ªa normeº is the state of the 
ªfacciataº (the state of the outside of the building) and the tetto (the roof).  If they are not 
in good condition (plaster chipping off etc...) find out if there has been a ªdeliberaº to get 
the works done and if not when they think it might be done.  When you live in these build-
ings everyone pays for these renovations and depending on the size and the condition of 
the building and it can be very expensive.  If there has been a delibera which means that 
the people in the building have discussed the works and are in the process of having it done 
or plan to have it done in the near future the  cost incurs on the actual owner and not on 

the future owner.  This is written by law and must be followed but have everything in writing anyway.    
 
Buildings built i n the last few years are in general smaller in size but have the convenience of having all the ªImpiantiº up to 
standard.  Because of the new building code these buildings should have parking.  Many have air conditioning or at least the 
place has been set up with the proper tubing to put one in.  The biggest problem that I found with these buildings is how 
they have been designed.  I saw quite a few of the plans for these homes (many were in the process of being built) and they 
just were not thought out well . It's like these architects went brain dead when they were designing the place!   Many had 
nice large Terrazze but.... off the bedrooms which made absolutely no sense.  If you wanted to use your Terrazza a lot in the 
summer for hosting parties or dinners everyone would have to go through your bedroom to get to it, not to mention the food 
having to go through.  Many didn't have closets (ripostigli ) which are so important.  Many had two bathrooms but they were 
ridiculously small and had those stupid hole in the floor type of showers where not only do you get wet but the entire bath-
room! (What were they thinking?) And for the prices that they were asking for these new homes, you'd think some of these 
basic needs would be met!!  It could be that I was unlucky when looking at the newer homes but this is what I personally 
encountered here in Florence. Of coarse the new vill ette and townhouses going up in Valdarno were a whole other story.  
Very well designed with all the amenities that one could desire. 
 
10) How much is the condominio and what does it cover?  Is there a termo singolo or condominiale? 
Another thing to ask for is the monthly cost of the  condominio.  This usually includes cleaning stairs and heating (if it is 
centralized) and in some cases the doorman and water.  Some condomini are very very costly. You shouldn't be paying 
more than 100,00 - 120,00 euro per month for the average building that covers cleaning stairs and heat.   
 
Single heat or centralized heat....Which one is better? Hard to 
say.  From my own experience the termosingolo is handy in 
that you are in charge of when you want to turn it on or off .  
Whereas, in the centralized heat you are at the mercy of when 
the law states that it must be turned on or off (there are set 
dates for this) and/or the set hours of the apartment building - 
meaning that if it gets colder before the set date that it is to be 
turned on you could be living in a very very cold apartment.  
For the last 11 years we've been living in a termosingolo apar t-
ment.  I am not miserly about using the heater. Once it is cold it 
is on 24/7 at a moderate heat.  When we first moved in our 
rented apartment I would crank it up when we were home  and 
turn it off when we weren't but I found in the end I was act u-
ally spending more.  Keeping it on at a moderate heat keeps the 
house constantly warm and is actually cheaper.  This all said 
and done however means that we pay on an average about 
2,200.00 euro a year for single heater and condomino fees 
(cleaning the stairs).  In the place that we bought condominium fees are 113,00 euro a month including central heat and 
cleaning of the stairs.  Comparing both, in the end it looks like the central heat is a lot cheaper.  In our case we will be sav-
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ing an average of 840,00 euro a year!!  Again, this is our situation and it may be very different for others.  We plan on put-
ting in air conditioning in the house we just bought in which case we opted to have a ªspli tº.  This is a unit that is an air co n-
ditioner and it also has the option of blowing hot air.  So that way, if it does get colder before the date that the condomio 
turns on the heat we have the option of using the hot air if we want.   
 
              In the next newsletter, I plan to write our experience in finding a mortgage with Italian and foreign banks.  What 
they consider as good candidates. Finding a notaio and going through the compromesso and the rogito.  We renovated our 
home  to serve better our own personal needs and I will write an article on that whole experience!!! !  I plan to also write an 
article on buying furniture and some info. about the kinds of materials they use and terminology and the hassle we went 
through with some of these companies. 
 
              I hope that this may help you in the search for your house. If there is anyone else who would like to share their ex-
perience and add some info. to my future articles please feel free to send me an email about your experience so that I can 
insert it into my articles.  If you have any questions about real estate (some terminology you might not full y understand)  
feel free to write me and I'll see if I can answer.  
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Please contact us if you re inter-
ested.  Or just show up!!  

New payment methods available.... 
Weekly Fee  2.00 Euro; Semester fee 
(for 3 months) 30 Euro  Bi-Annual 
Fee 50 Euro or Annual Fee 100 Euro 

 

We meet every Monday at St. James 
Church on Via B. Rucellai 9 in Flor-
ence.  It starts at 10:00 am until 12:30 
in the Undercroft (basement) of the 
church.  We are a non-profit organi-
zation, but there is a nominal fee per 
mother for the rent of the space and 
supplies.    

 

The Playgroup�
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Firenze Moms 4 Moms was organized to setup a net-

work for Engli sh speaking mothers in Florence and 

the surround ing area. We kn ow how hard it i s to move 

to another country, let alone wit h lit tle chil dren. This 

sit e was designed to give mothers information needed 

for raising thei r chil dren whil e li ving in beauti ful 

Fi renze, I taly. 

The Network of English Speaking Moms  
in Firenze, Italy.   

The place to find information  
in English on raising children in Italy. 
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: 
Kimberly Vanzi 

(Webmaster / Editor Newsletter) 
333 572 8945 

infotiscali@firenzemoms4moms.net 
 

Andrée Thibert  
(Assitant Editor Newsletter) 

338 366 6941 
andreethibert@virgili o.it 

 
Melanie Secciani 
(Playgroup Organizer) 

340 513 1772 
frstore2@hotmail.com 

Volume 4 Spr ing Issue 
Andrée Thibert  

(Assitant Editor / Writer) 
Mar ia Loscerbo  (Writer) 

As most of you know , I have been going through many doctors visits to find out why I  
have been so sick lately.  Well ,  the doctors are still working on it but they  are suspecting 
an Autoimmune Disease called Wegeners.  It is very rare.  So I am have a few more test 
and then I should be on the way for treatment to put this in remission.   
 
I  need your help though. What I ask of you all is if you could like before help in putting 
together the next newsletter for Summer.  We need articles like pools in and around Flor-
ence, Parks and Playgrounds,  Places to see and do etc.    Also,  articles  for example like 
Maria's are also welcome.  This new sletter helps the old and new  members. 
 
So fare this website has brought in many people and more keep signing –up.  I have tak-
ing on this  and  I can't do it all by myself.  If there is anyone that knows html or  has the 
MS publishing and would  like to volunteer some time to help out with  doing the website 
or newsletter  please let me know?        
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